
 

Mayor Steve Feldman’s Tips on Ways to Help Reduce Your Water Bill 

(From Spring 2017 Newsletter) 

FYI – Mayor Feldman has 25 years of contractor experience and these are his personal 

recommendations for the products listed below. 

 

You can check to see if water is running by looking at the 

red dial indicator on your water meter, which should be 

located in the utility room or under the stairwell of your 

home. If everything is turned off, but the red dial indictor is 

still turning, this means water is still running somewhere in 

your home and could mean you have a leak, a running 

toilet, etc. 

 

 

 

1) Check for running toilets.  

This can be due to a bad flapper or an old fill valve. Replacing the 

flapper is easy and if the fill valve is the problem, then I suggest going 

with a Fluidmaster 400A and leave it at the factory setting which is set 

for the lowest water level. The price of the flapper (Korky Toilet Flapper) 

is between $4 to $6 and the Fluidmaster is between $7 to $10. 

 

2) Check for faucets constantly dripping and other hints to reduce water usage.  

If your faucets are leaking, the fix can be as easy as replacing the washers and springs 

depending on what brand you have and what type of faucet (kitchen, bathroom, shower 

or utility tub). Any home improvement center will be able to help you find the right parts. 

Also, outdoor spigots have rubber washers inside them that may, after time, need to be 

replaced. The prices vary depending on the manufacturer, ranging up to $10 if it's a kit 

to lower if it is simply washers needing to be replaced. You can also purchase water 

saving shower heads for around $9. When washing clothes, adjust the machine water 

setting for the amount of clothes you are washing (i.e. small, medium and large loads). 

 

3) Lawn watering practices.  

When it comes time to water and cut your lawn, I suggest keeping your mower blade 

height higher. By keeping the lawn longer, it will slow down the sun burning it up. Also, if 

you have a sprinkler system, I recommend setting it up so that you water each zone for 

15 minutes and time it so that it comes on between the hours of midnight to 4:30 am; 

this will allow your lawn to retain the moisture longer before the sun rises. Remember, 

the water restrictions odd/even and no watering between 10 am to 7 pm run from 5/1 to 

9/30.  


