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SECTION 3 
 

ANIMALS 
 
 
SECTION: 
8-3-1:  Dog Licensing and Regulation 
8-3-2:  Animals and Fowl – Keeping, Transporting, Treatment, Housing 
8-3-3:  Animal Waste 
8-3-4:  Non-Domestic Animals 
8-3-5:  Keeping of Bees 
 
 
8-3-1:  DOG LICENSING AND REGULATION.  

 
A.   Definition.  For the purpose of this Section: 
 

1. “Owner” means the license holder or any other person or persons, firm, 
association, or organization or corporation owning, keeping, possessing, 
having an interest in, having care custody or control of or harboring a dog.  
Any person keeping or harboring a dog for five (5) consecutive days shall 
for the purposes of this Section be deemed an owner thereof.  (Ord 17, 
SS, 5-3-1993) 

 
2. “Own” means to have a property interest in, or to, harbor, feed, board, 

keep or possess. 
 
3. “Dangerous Animal” means a dog which has caused damage to property 

or injury to a person, or which animal, by its actions, exhibits a propensity 
for causing imminent danger to persons. 

    
a. Without provocation, inflicted substantial bodily harm on a human 

being on public or private property;  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-1993) 
 
b. Killed a domestic animal without provocation while off the owner’s 

property;  or  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-1993) 
 
c. Been found to be a potentially dangerous, and after the owner was 

noticed that the dog is potentially dangerous, the dog aggressively 
bites, attacks, or endangers the safety of humans or domestic 
animals.  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-1993) 

 
4. “Dog” means both male and female and includes any animal of the dog 

kind. 
 
5. “Potentially Dangerous Dog” shall mean any dog that: 
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a. When unprovoked, inflicts bites on a human or domestic animal on 

public or private property;  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-1993) 
 
b. When unprovoked, chases or approaches a person upon the 

streets, sidewalks, or any public property in an apparent attitude of 
attack;  or,  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-1993) 

 
c. Has a know propensity, tendency or disposition to attack 

unprovoked, causing injury, or otherwise threatening the safety of 
humans or domestic animals.  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-1993) 

 
6. “Proper Enclosure” shall mean securely confined indoors or in a securely 

enclosed and locked pen or structure suitable to prevent the animal from 
escaping and providing protection from the elements for the dog.  A 
proper enclosure does not include a porch, patio, or any part of a house, 
garage or other structure that would allow the dog to exit of its own 
violation, or any house or structure in which windows are open or in 
which doors or window screens are the only obstacles that prevent the 
dog from exiting.  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-1993) 

 
7. “Substantial Bodily Harm” shall mean bodily injury which involves a 

temporary but substantial disfigurement, or which causes a temporary 
but substantial loss or impairment of the function of any bodily member or 
organ, or which causes a fracture of any bodily member.  (Ord 17, SS, 5-
3-1993) 

 
B. Running at Large Prohibited.  It is unlawful for the owner of any dog to permit 

such animal to run at large.  Any dog shall be deemed to be running at large with 
the permission of the owner if off the property of its owner and not under 
restraint.  For the purposes of this Section, “under restraint” means the animal is 
controlled by a leash not exceeding six (6) feet in length, or at heel beside a 
person of suitable age and discretion, and obedient to that person’s commands, 
or effectively confined within a motor vehicle, building or enclosure.  A dog shall 
not be deemed to be running at large if engaged in wild game or animal hunting, 
or when engaged in obedience training, and under the control of its owner or a 
responsible person. 

 
C. License Required and Number of Dogs Restricted.   
 

1. Licenses.  It is unlawful for the owner of any dog, six (6) months of age or 
more, to fail to obtain a license therefore from the City.   All dogs kept, 
harbored, or maintained in the City of St. Francis shall be licensed and 
registered.  Applications for licenses shall be made to the City Clerk upon 
forms provided by the Clerk.  Said application shall require the owner, 
among the other information required by the City Clerk, to supply the 
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name, age, predominant breed, sex, color and markings of each dog 
sought to be licensed.  In addition, when the applicant or owner has been 
convicted of a violation to Section 8-3-1.L of this Code relative to the dog 
sought to be licensed, the application shall require proof of public liability 
insurance as set forth in Section 8-3-1.S of this Code.  Upon submission 
of the application and a certificate of evidencing compliance with the terms 
and provisions of the license fee, the City Clerk shall issue a license, 
which license shall be effective until the next 31st day of December of the 
following year.   

 
2. Number of Dogs Allowed.   
 

a. The number of dogs permitted shall not exceed three (3) dogs over 
the age of three (3) months per dwelling unit in the Urban Service 
Area and on rural parcels less than five (5) acres in size.  
Properties located within the Urban Service Area of the City shall 
be limited to a maximum of two (2) dogs housed outside the 
principal structure.  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-1993; Ord 92, SS, 6-19-2005; 
Ord 160, SS, 8-10-11) 

 
b. On parcels five (5) acres or more in size in the Rural Service Area, 

the number of dogs permitted shall not exceed four (4) dogs over 
the age of three (3) months per dwelling unit unless in receipt of an 
interim use permit for a kennel in the A-1, A-2, or A-3 Districts of 
the Zoning Ordinance.  In no instance shall the number of dogs 
exceed fifteen (15) with the interim use permit.   (Ord 160, SS, 8-
10-11) 

 
D. License Issuance, Term and Renewal.  Every owner or keeper of a dog shall 

cause the same to be vaccinated by a licensed veterinarian with anti-rabies 
vaccine at least once in every twenty-four (24) month period prior to the time 
such dog shall reach the age of six (6) months and at least once every twenty-
four (24) moths thereafter.  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-1993) 

 
E. Adoption of Fees.  All fees for the impounding and maintenance of a dog, 

including penalties for the late application, may be fixed and determined by the 
Council, adopted by resolution, and uniformly enforced.  Such fees may from 
time to time be amended by the Council by Resolution.  A copy of the resolution 
setting forth currently effective fees shall be kept on file in the office of the City 
Clerk/Treasurer and open to investigation during regular business hours. 

 
F. Tag Required.  All licensed dogs shall wear a collar and have a tag firmly affixed 

thereto evidencing a current license.  Upon application, a duplicate for a lost tag 
will be issued by the City.  Tags shall not be transferable from one dog to another 
and no refunds shall be made on any dog license fee because of death of the 
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dog or the owners leaving the City prior to expiration of the license period.  (Ord 
17, SS, 5-3-1993) 

 
G. Dog Pound.  Any dog found in the City without a license tag, running at large, or 

otherwise in violation of this Section, shall be placed in the Dog Pound, and an 
accurate record of the time of such placement shall be kept on each dog.  Every 
dog so placed in the Dog Pound shall be held for redemption under Section 8-3-
1.I of this Code by the owner for at least five (5) regular business days.  A 
“regular business day” is one during which the pound is open for business to the 
public for at least four (4) hours between 8:00 AM and 7:00 PM.  Impoundment 
records shall be preserved for at least six (6) months and shall show:  (1) the 
description of the dog by specie, breed, sex, approximate age, and other 
distinguishing traits;  (2) the location at which the dog was seized;  (3) the date of 
seizure;  (4) the name and address of the person from whom any dog three (3) 
months of age or over was received;  and (5) the name and address of the 
person to whom any dog three months of age or over was transferred.  If 
unclaimed, such dog shall be humanely destroyed and the carcass disposed of, 
unless it is requested by a licensed educational or scientific institution under 
authority of Minnesota Statutes, Section 35.71.  Provided, however, that if a tag 
affixed to the dog, or a statement by the dog’s owner after seizure specifies that 
the dog should not be used for research, such dog shall not be made available to 
any such institution but may be destroyed after the expiration of the five (5) day 
period.  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-1993) 

 
H. Notice of Impounding.  Upon the impounding of any dog, the owner shall be 

notified by the most expedient means, or if the owner is unknown, written notice 
shall be posted for five (5) days at the City Hall describing the dog and place and 
time of taking. 

 
I. Redemption of Dog Release from Dog Pound.  Dogs shall be released to their 

owners, as follows: 
 

1. If such dog is owned by a resident of the City, after a license is obtained, if 
unlicensed, and payment of the impounding fee, maintenance, and 
immunization fee and proof of ownership.  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-1993) 

 
2. If such dog is owned by a person not a resident of the City, after 

immunization of any such animal for rabies, and payment of the 
immunization fee, impounding fee and maintenance.  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-
1993) 

 
J. Seizure by a Citizen.  It is lawful for any person to seize and impound a dog so 

found running at large and shall within six (6) hours thereafter notify the Police 
Department of said seizure.  It shall be the duty of the Police Department to place 
said dog in the City Pound.  If the name of the owner of such dog so seized is 
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known to the person who first takes such dog into custody, he or she shall inform 
the Police Department of the name of the owner, and the address if known. 

 
K. Immobilization of Dogs.  For the purpose of enforcement of this Section any 

peace officer, or person whose duty is animal control, may use a so-called 
tranquilizer gun or other instrument for the purpose of immobilizing and catching 
a dog. 

 
L. Disturbing the Peace/Other Unlawful Acts.  It is unlawful for the owner of any dog 

to:  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-1993) 
 
1. Fail to have the license tag issued by the City firmly attached to a collar 

worn at all times by the licensed dog;  or, 
 
2. Own a dangerous dog, or 
 
3. Interfere with any police officer, or other City employee, in the 

performance of their duty to enforce this Section;  or 
 
4. Own, keep, have in possession, or harbor any dog which howls, yelps, or 

barks to the reasonable annoyance of another person or persons.  Any 
person violating this subdivision, who upon first requested by a police 
officer or the animal control officer to stop or prevent the annoyance, and 
refuses to comply with the request will be issued a citation or arrested in 
accordance with Minnesota Rules of Criminal Procedure, and, if the officer 
deems it necessary to stop the annoyance, may have the dog taken to the 
City Dog Pound.  Any dog placed in the dog pound may be reclaimed by 
the owner upon payment of the fee prescribed, and if not reclaimed may 
be disposed of in the manner provided in this Section.  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-
1993) 

 
M. Rabies Control – Generally. 

 
1. Every Animal which bites a person shall be promptly reported to the Chief 

of Police and shall thereupon be securely quarantined at the direction of 
the Chief of Police for a period of fourteen (14) days, and shall not be 
released from such quarantine except by written permission of the City.  In 
the discretion of the Chief of Police, such quarantine may be on the 
premises of the owner or at the veterinary hospital of their choice.  If the 
animal is quarantined on the premises of the owner, the City shall have 
access to the animal at any reasonable time of study and observation of 
rabies symptoms.  In the case of the stray animal or in the case of an 
animal whose ownership is not known, such quarantine shall be at the 
animal pound, or at the discretion of the Chief of Police the animal may be 
confined in a veterinary hospital designated by him.  The owner of the 
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animal shall be responsible for all costs associated with the quarantine of 
the animal.  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-1993) 

 
2. The owners, upon demand made by the Chief of Police or by any other 

City Employee empowered by the Council to enforce this Section, shall 
forthwith surrender any animal which has bitten a human, or which is 
suspected as having been exposed to rabies, for the purpose of 
supervised quarantine.  The expenses of the quarantine shall be borne by 
the owner and the animal may be reclaimed by the owner if adjudged free 
of rabies upon payment of fees set forth in this Section and upon 
compliance with licensing provisions set forth in this Section. 

 
3. When an animal under quarantine and diagnosed as being rabid or 

suspected by a licensed veterinarian as being rabid dies or is killed, the 
City shall immediately send the head of such animal and rabies data 
report to the State Health Department for pathological examination and 
shall notify all persons concerned of the results of such examination. 

 
4. The City shall issue such proclamation and take such action when rabies 

is suspected or exists as is required by Minnesota Statutes. 
 

N. Reports of Bite Cases.  It is the duty of every physician, or other practitioner, to 
report to the Chief of Police the names and addresses or persons treated for 
bites inflicted by animals, together with such other information as will be helpful in 
rabies control. 

 
O. Animals in Heat.  Except for controlled breeding purposes, every female animal 

in heat shall be kept confined in a building or secure enclosure, or in a veterinary 
hospital or boarding kennel, in such manner that such female cannot come in 
contact with other animals. 

 
P. Nuisances.  Keeping, maintaining, or harboring a dog that has been permitted to 

run loose or has caused damage to or loss of private property belonging to a 
person other than the thereof and members of the owners household on three (3) 
or more occasions within a period of twelve (12) consecutive months constitutes 
a nuisance.  The following events shall be considered in determining whether or 
not there has been a violation of this Section which constitutes a nuisance:  (Ord 
17, SS, 5-3-1993) 
 
1. Conviction under Section 8.05, Subd. 2, involving the permitting of a dog 

to run loose.  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-1993) 
 
2. Payment to a person by or on behalf of the owner for damages to or 

destruction of private property or for personal injury.  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-
1993) 
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3. An acknowledgement by the owner or keeper of an animal that it has 
caused such damage or personal injury.  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-1993) 

 
4. Records of the City of St. Francis or any other City which show 

impoundment of the dog for the immediate preceding twelve (12) moth 
period.  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-1993) 

 
Q. Abatement.  Such nuisance shall be abated by the owner or keeper of such 

animal by the disposition of the animal within fourteen (14) days after receipt of 
notice to the owner or keeper thereof.  “Disposition” shall mean the destruction of 
the animal or its permanent removal from the City.  Said notice shall be sent by 
the Chief of Police or his designate by registered mail.  If the owner or keeper of 
the animal fails to comply within the above-specified period, the animal control 
office is authorized and directed to capture and immediately dispose of such 
animal.  The owner or keeper of the dog shall immediately make the animal 
available to the animal control officer.  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-1993) 

 
R. Appeals.  Any owner who feels aggrieved by the order of the Chief of Police may 

request a hearing before the City Council by filing an appeal with the City 
Clerk/Treasurer within fourteen (14) days after receipt of the notice.  The appeal 
shall be filed in such form as the City shall provide.  On the filing of such appeal, 
no further action shall be taken until the matter has been heard.  Upon receipt of 
the request, the City Clerk/Treasurer shall place the matter before the Council at 
its next regular meeting.  The owner may appear, with counsel if he/she chooses, 
and present evidence in opposition to the order.  Following such hearing the 
Council shall make a determination of facts and shall, based upon such 
determination, affirm, repeal, or modify the Chief’s order.  The Council shall also 
establish a date for compliance with the order as affirmed or modified, which date 
shall be not less than five (5) days thereafter.  Upon expiration of the time limit, 
the animal control officer shall abate the nuisance.  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-1993) 

   
S. Insurance Required.  Evidence of a surety bond issued by a surety company 

authorized to conduct business in the State of Minnesota in a form acceptable to 
the City in the sum of at least $50,000.00, payable to any person injured by the 
dangerous dog, or a policy of liability insurance issued by an insurance company 
authorized to conduct business in the State of Minnesota in the amount of at 
least $50,000.00, insuring the owner for any personal injuries inflicted by the 
dangerous dog must be filed with the City Clerk each year upon renewal of the 
dog license in the following instances:  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-1993) 

 
1. Nuisance Abatement.  For a period of two (2) years after having been 

ordered to abate any nuisance pursuant to this Section.  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-
1993) 
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2. Conviction of failure to restrain an attack by a dog pursuant to this Section, 
where the Court failed to order destruction of the dog.  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-
1993) 

 
3. Where the dog has been declared dangerous pursuant to this chapter.  

(Ord 17, SS, 5-3-1993) 
 
T. Failure to Restrain an Attack by an Animal.  It shall be unlawful for an owner to 

fail to restrain an animal from inflicting or attempting to inflict bodily injury to any 
person or other domestic animal.  Violation of this section shall be a 
misdemeanor.  The Court upon a finding of the defendant’s guilt hereunder, is 
authorized to order, as part of the disposition of the case, that the animal be 
destroyed based on written order containing one or more of the following findings 
of fact:  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-1993) 

 
1. The animal is dangerous as defined in the Subd. 1; or,  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-

1993) 
 
2. The owner of the animal has demonstrated an inability or unwillingness  to 

control the animal in order to prevent unprovoked injury to persons or 
other domestic animals.  If the Court does not order the destruction of the 
dog, the Court shall, as an alternative, order the defendant to provide, and 
show proof to the Court of insurance as set forth in the Subd.  (Ord 17, 
SS, 5-3-1993) 

  
U. Destruction of Dangerous Animals.  The Chief of Police or his designate shall 

have authority to order the destruction of dangerous dogs as defined in Section 
8-3-1.A of this Code.  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-1993) 

 
V. Appeals.  If an owner requests a hearing within five (5) days of the receipt of the 

Declaration of Dangerous Dog classification for determination as to the 
dangerous nature of the dog, the City Clerk/Treasurer shall place the matter 
before the City Council at its next meeting.  Notice of the Declaration of 
Dangerous Dog classification shall be sent by certified mail or posting of such 
notice on owner’s last known residence if the owner(s) cannot be found.  The 
owner may appear with counsel if he/she chooses, and present evidence in 
opposition of the designation of the animal as dangerous.  Following the hearing, 
the Council shall make a determination of facts and shall make such order as it 
deems proper.  If such hearing cannot be held within the statutory fourteen (14) 
days, the owner must either comply with the terms of the Statute Section 347.50-
347.54 or keep the dog at a licensed kennel in a confined pen until the hearing is 
held.  If the Declaration of Dangerous Dog is upheld, the dog shall remain at a 
licensed kennel in a secured, confined pen until the dog is either destroyed or all 
of the dangerous dog requirements of the state statute and local ordinances are 
complied with and a license is issued by the City Clerk.  If the Council concludes 
that the dog is dangerous and the owner does not immediately comply with the 
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requirements of the dangerous dog statute, the Council may order the animal 
control officer to take the dog into custody for destruction.  If the dog is ordered 
into custody for destruction, the owner shall immediately make the dog available 
to the animal control officer and failure to do so shall be a misdemeanor.  (Ord 
17, SS, 5-3-1993; Ord 99-43, 9-7-1999) 

 
W. Harboring a Dangerous Animal.  Any person who harbors an animal after it has 

been found to be dangerous and ordered into custody for destruction pursuant to 
this Subd. shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-1993) 

 
X. Stopping an Attack.  If any Police Officer or animal control officer is witness to an 

attack by an animal upon a person or another animal, the officer may take 
whatever means he/she deems appropriate to bring the attack to an end and 
prevent further injury to the victim.  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-1993) 

 
Y. Removal of Excrement.  It is unlawful for any person who owns or had custody of 

a dog to cause or permit such animal to defecate on any private property without 
the consent of the property owner or on any public property unless such person 
immediately removed the excrement and places it in a proper receptacle.  The 
provisions of this Section shall not apply to seeing-eye dogs under control of a 
blind person or dogs while being used in City Police activity.  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-
1993) 

 
Z. Animal Control Officer.  There is hereby established the position of Animal 

Control Officer.  He/She shall be appointed by the City Council.  Nothing 
contained herein shall prevent the City Council from contracting with a person to 
provide such services.   (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-1993) 

 
AA. Duties of Animal Control Officer.  The Animal Control Officer shall perform the 

following duties:  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-1993) 
 

1. Capture , seize and deliver to any designated pound any dog found:  
running at large within the City;  unlicensed;  or not wearing the metal tag 
provided for in this chapter.  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-1993) 

 
2. Pick-up and dispose of the carcasses of every dead animal.  (Ord 17, SS, 

5-3-1993) 
 
3. Investigate all cases of animal bites reported to him/her and supervise the 

quarantine of any such animal to assure that it is kept under observation 
for a period of ten (10) days.  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-1993) 

 
4. Investigate all reports of dangerous or potentially dangerous dogs referred 

to him/her, complete the dangerous/potentially dangerous animal form and 
refer the same to the County Auditor, report to the Chief of Police weekly 
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on the activities of the Animal Control Officer within the City.  (Ord 17, SS, 
5-3-1993) 

   
BB. No Interference with Officer.  It shall be unlawful for any person to molest or in 

any way interfere with any peace officer, animal control officer, or any of their 
duly authorized assistants, or with any duly authorized agent while engaged in 
performing work under the provisions of this chapter.  (Ord 17, SS, 5-3-1993) 

 
 
8-3-2:  ANIMALS AND FOWL – KEEPING, TRANSPORTING, TREATMENT, 
HOUSING. 
 
A. It is unlawful for any person to keep, stable, board, or harbor horses, colts, 

ponies, mules, goats, sheep, cattle, pigs, and other farm-type animals, mink, 
chickens, ducks, pigeons, geese, and other fowl, whether owned or not, unless 
the person has sufficient contiguous real estate to house and enclose said 
animals or fowl.   

 
B. All points of housing and fence enclosures in which animals or fowl are kept must 

be at least one hundred (100) feet from any residential structure used for human 
habitation or well.  (Ord 86, SS, 6-7-2004) 

 
C. A sturdy wood, metal or electrical fence must keep the animals and/or fowl 

confined. 
 
D. No above mentioned animals or fowl may be kept on a parcel of real estate 

smaller in area than five (5) acres, except for the keeping of pigeons and doves 
as specified in Section 8-3-1.E of this Code.  In determining such real estate 
parcel size and number of animals or fowl, one (1) acre thereof shall be 
considered as being used for residence, lawns, etc., and shall be excluded.  The 
area used for the on-site sewage treatment system, including the alternate 
drainfield location, shall not be used to keep animals.  In addition to the above 
minimum area requirements, at least one (1) acre of pasture must be available 
for one animal other than fowl and at least one (1) acre for each additional animal 
other than fowl kept on the premises.  (Ord 86, SS, 6-7-2004) 

 
E. No more than twenty fowl of any type may be kept on such five (5) acre parcels 

with one (1) acre additional required for each additional ten fowl.  The keeping of 
racing and fancy pigeons/doves shall be permitted on parcels of land as small as 
two and one-half (2½) acres in size in the rural service area of the City.  The 
keeping of pigeons and doves for competitive racing and sporting purposes shall 
be limited to a maximum of one hundred fifty (150) birds.  (Ord 86, SS, 6-7-2004) 

 
F. Pasture fences or animal or fowl enclosures must be at least ten (10) feet inside 

the property lines unless fences on the line are agreed to in writing by adjoining 
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property owner or owners.  Such line fence agreement must be renewed in 
writing when a new adjoining owner takes over. 

 
G. Animal and fowl manure and other waste shall not be allowed to accumulate to 

create offensive odors.  Accumulations of manure and other waste shall be 
removed at such periods as will insure that no objectionable aroma exists and 
the premises shall not be allowed to become unsightly or harbor rodents, flies, or 
insects.  

 
H. Farms as defined in the City Code are exempt from the provisions of this Section. 
 
I. Properties that do not conform with this Section shall be considered as non-

conforming uses.  Non-conforming uses shall be brought into compliance with 
this Section within five (5) years from the effective date of this and the above 
Subdivisions;  however, this provision shall only apply to real estate area, and 
number of animals, and location of fences and enclosures, and shall in no way 
allow any change or any increase in such prior use, and upon death or 
disposition of any animals or fowl so held under prior use, same shall not be 
replaced;  and any discontinuance of such prior use for a period of one month 
longer shall be deemed a cessation of such use and a use thereafter shall be 
completely controlled by all of the provisions of this Section.  (Ord 86, SS, 6-7-
2004) 

 
J. It is unlawful for any person to violate any provisions of this Section.  (Ord 21, 10-

1-1967) 
 
K. It is unlawful for any person to treat any animal as herein defined, or any other 

animal, in a cruel or inhumane manner.  
 
L. It is unlawful for any person to keep any animal in any structure infested by 

rodents, vermin, flies or insects. 
 
M. It is unlawful for any person to allow any animal, as herein defined, or any other 

animal under his control, to run at large.  (Ord 86, SS, 6-7-2004) 
 
 

8-3-3:  ANIMAL WASTE. 
 

A. Definitions.  For the purpose of this Section: 
 
1. “Owner” means any person who harbors, feeds, boards, possesses, 

keeps or has custody of an animal. 
 
2.  “Animal” means a dog, cat or other animal. 
 

B. Unlawful Acts.  It is unlawful for any owner to: 
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1. Suffer or permit an animal to defecate upon public property, or the private 

property of another, without immediately removing the excrement and 
disposing of it in a sanitary manner.   

 
2. Suffer or permit an animal to be upon public property, or the private 

property of another, unless such animal is in the custody of a person of 
suitable age and discretion having in his/her possession equipment and 
supplies for excrement removal. 

 
3. Permit animal excrement to accumulate for a period in excess of seven (7) 

days on premises occupied by him/her without removal and sanitary 
disposal. 

 
 
8-3-4:  NON-DOMESTIC ANIMALS.  (Ord 93, SS, 9-19-2005) 

 
A. Non-domestic animals shall mean those animals commonly considered to be 

naturally wild and not naturally trained or domesticated, or which are commonly 
considered to be inherently dangerous to the health, safety, and welfare of 
people.  Unless otherwise defined, such animals shall include: 
 
1. Any member of the large cat family (family felidae) including but not limited 

to; lions, tigers, cougars, lynx, bobcats, leopards and jaguars, but 
excluding commonly accepted domesticated house cats. 

 
2. Any naturally wild member of the canine family (family canidae) including 

but not limited to; wolves, foxes, coyotes, dingoes, and jackals, but 
excluding commonly accepted domesticated dogs. 

 
3. Any cross breed such as the crossbreed between a wolf and a dog, unless 

the crossbreed in commonly accepted as a domesticated house pet. 
 
4. Any member or relative of the rodent family including but not limited to; 

any skunk (whether or not de-scented), raccoon, squirrel, or prairie dog, 
but excluding those members otherwise defined or commonly accepted as 
domesticated pets. 

 
5. Any poisonous, venomous, constricting, or inherently dangerous member 

of the reptile or amphibian families including but not limited to; 
rattlesnakes, boa constrictors, pit vipers, crocodiles and alligators. 

 
6. Any other animal which is not explicitly listed above but which can be 

reasonably defined by the terms of this subpart. 
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B. Animals such as Bears, Elk, Caribou, and Buffalo may be permitted within the 
City upon the issuance of a Conditional Use Permit.  A Conditional Use Permit 
for keeping the above described animals shall not be considered on properties of 
less than five (5) acres in size. 

 
C. It shall be illegal for any person to own, possess, harbor, or offer for sale, any 

non-domestic animal within the City limits.  Any owner of such an animal at the 
time of adoption of this Code shall have thirty days in which to remove the animal 
from the City after which time the City may impound the animal as provided for in 
this Section. 

 
D. An exception shall be made to the prohibition for animals specifically trained for 

and actually providing assistance to the handicapped or disabled, and for those 
animals brought into the City as part of an operating zoo, veterinarian clinic, 
scientific laboratory, educational facilities, or a licensed show or exhibition. 

 
E. Impounding.  Any unlicensed animal running at large is hereby declared a public 

nuisance.  Any police officer may impound any dog or other animal found 
unlicensed or any animal found running at large and shall give notice of the 
impounding to the owner of such dog or other animal, if known.  In the case the 
owner is unknown, the officer shall post notice at the City office that if the dog or 
other animal is not claimed within the time specified, it will be sold or otherwise 
disposed of.  Except as otherwise provided in this Section, it shall be unlawful to 
kill, destroy, or otherwise cause injury to any animal including dogs and cats 
running at large. 

 
F. Animals Presenting a Danger to Health and Safety of the City.  If the reasonable 

belief of any person or police officer, an animal presents an immediate danger to 
the health and safety of any person, or the animal is threatening imminent harm 
to any person, or the animal is in the process of attacking any person, the officer 
may destroy the animal in a proper and humane manner.  Otherwise the person 
or officer may apprehend the animal and deliver it to the pound for confinement 
under §100.05.  If the animal is destroyed, the City shall charge the animal owner 
for the actual cost of disposing of the animal.  If the animal is found not to be a 
danger to the health and safety of the City, it may be released to the owner or 
keeper in accordance with §100.05, Subd. 3. 
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8-3-5:  KEEPING OF BEES:  (Ord 173, SS, 10/7/12) 
 
A. Bees shall not be kept on parcels smaller than five (5) acres in size. 
 
B. No parcel shall have more than one hive or colony housing structure not to 

exceed three (3) feet in size in any dimension unless it is an agricultural use. 
 
C. All hives shall be of the removable frame type. 
 
D. All hives shall be kept one hundred (100) feet from any property line. 
 
 


